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Critical Elements 

Teachers need to: 
 
1. Content 
 -    Determine key reading and writing concepts and skills or numeracy skills and concepts that can 
  be addressed through vocal and/or instrumental music 
-    Design lesson objectives that focus on specific concepts and specific language 
-    Use district/state adopted grade-level curriculum and/or MP3 files and video downloads (e.g., iTunes 

and YouTube) as source material for music and music lessons 
-    Include some instruction in music theory 
 
2. Connections 
- Use music listening strategies to access student prior knowledge of content. Take into 

consideration: 
 Previous experience with the selected music 
 Music that is culturally relevant to the student cultures represented in the classroom 
 and/or the literature being studied 
  
 
3. Strategies - Samples 
- Teach a song/ballad/or period.  Read about the cultural context of the song.  
- Read the text of a song before listening to the song.  Discuss whether the melody enhances the 

understanding of the text or distracts from the written text 
- Compare contrast two versions/interpretations of the same vocal or instrumental selection.  
- Read a poem to a steady beat.  Discover the meter – meter 2,3 or 4.  Accurately clap rhythm of the 

words and transcribe to rhythmic notation 
- Use a given rhythm and improvise a melody on classroom barred instruments 
- Compare and contrast the form of musical composition – introduction, repeated sections, climax, 

denouement and ending/coda  -- with a selection of fiction 
 
 
4. Interaction 
- Use a variety of groupings for ensemble work, and establish clear objectives 
- Make sure students use targeted academic vocabulary from the discipline of music 
- Ask open-ended questions that allow for many possible answers and pass off questions to students 

to answer as often as possible 
 
 

Additional information including standards, skills and knowledge, vocabulary, and lesson plans can be 
found in the Elementary Arts Instructional Guide (AIG) at: 
http://achieve.lausd.net/cms/Workspace/Section/Section.aspx?DomainId=218 
 

MUSIC: Classroom teachers may use vocal and instrumental music to assist 
students to explore and better comprehend stories in their literature series. 
Teachers may also use understanding of beat, meter, and rhythm to assist their 
students in becoming proficient in mathematical accuracy and numeracy.  Music 
education can also be used to help students connect with their culture and/or other 
cultures and historical periods. 


